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New service allows students to rent out their own books

Marie Frankson
Campus News

Everyone hates expensive textbooks,
inclheding us here at Campus News. Sure,
vour can rent textbooks to save some
money or buy vour books from places
like half.com and Amazon, but wheat if
there was a way where vou could make
monev ofl of vour texthooks at the end
of the semester when vou don’t need
them anvimore? Well, there is a way,
theanks to Alan Marting the CEO of Cam-
pusBookRentals who recently Lanched
a RentBack model where students can
rent their textbooks out 1o other stdents
around the country and get money for
doing so.

CampusBookRentals is the proneer
for textbook rentals. As an alterative to
the tradiional one-time BuvBack model
most, il not all. of us are Ganiliar with,
CampusBook Rentals allows students 1o
rent their books out to other students
and receive payvments via cash, check, or
credit towards future rentals.

I had the pleasure of talking with
Alan Martin, the CEQO of Campus-
BookRentals, who told me more abowt
his company and how it works.

Me: What gave vou the klea to cre-
ate this business?

AM: Well, like any student, T was al-
ways looking for ways to get cheaper text-
books. T used o buy my textbooks like
anyone else and then sell them back for
acheap price. Eventually. my company’s
founders and T came up with a way
where stadents can rent out their text-
books and put money into their pockets
1o put towards books. We were just a
group of recent college graduates trying
1o figure out a way to help other college
students save, and even make, some
money.

Me: How does the RentBack systen:
work?

AM: RentBack works by delivering
as much value to the students as possi-
ble. RentBack extends the life of the text-

book by making it aviilable 1o students
all over the country instead of other stu-
dents on an indwvidual campus where
texthooks my have a shelf kfe of a couple
of semesters. The student has continu-
ous ownership of their books. The stu-
dents who follow the mstructions on the
website (www.renthback.com) will be able
1o send their books to Campus-
BookRentaks., and we muake that book
available to other students. The books
have their own individual codes so we
know who is the onginal owner and that
owner will receive pavinent based on
how often the books are rented.

Me: CanpusBookRentals offers
textbook scholarships. How does one get
a scholarship and how beneficial is u?

AM: Every semester, kids can get
scholarships by filling out the form on
owr website. There is a random drawing
where oty compaters scan through the
numbers and the ones the computers
lands on gets a scholarship. The scholar-
ships are about $250 per student, which
can go a lowg way with buying or renting
our textbooks.

Me: How las comumunication be-
tween students helped your basiness?

AM: Word-of-mouth between st
dents has been a veally big help to us.
While Iiving i the world of social media
now, news spreads a ot quicker than it
used to, and tht as helped extensively
as well.

Me: 1 noticed on yvour website that
vour company partnered with Operation
Smile. Why did vou choose that particn-
lar onganization to partner with?

AM: We believe that giving some-
thing back to the community is impor-
tant. In the past, we have partnered with
One Laptop Per Child. we built a school
in Guatenala, and we've donated sports
equipment to schools. However., we
chose to partner with Operation Snule
because one of our founders” wives
brought it ouwr attention. Through our
partmership, CampusBookRentals has

donated over 1,000 surgeries to children
with deft lip and cleft paller. We want to
gve back 1o the community that gawve so
mch o us.

There are many advantages o rent-
ing texthooks that students may not be
aware of. For example, although many
students like the option of owning their
texthooks because they can makes notes
in the book iself, some institutions that
have the renting option allow students
write in the books while they are renting
it. Another advantage is that renting vour
books is a space-saver. Many donms and
apartments are really small and books
take up a lot of space. When vou don'’t
need the book anvimore, vou just send 1
back to the company mstead of having it
around to collect dust. Another benefit is
being able to get vour book on time.
Campars bookstores usually buy a certain
number of copies of the book and they
can run out within the first couple of
weeks, but since renters have Luage inven-
tores and are often stored in ware-
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houses, there’s more room for them o

have Large amount of books: since pro-
fessors typecally issue their course re-
quirements a couple of weeks before
classes start, renting would be a way for
you to get your books on time and not
Tave to walt in 2 long line to pay for said
books.

Onverall, renting textbooks s a con-
vendent way or smdents to save money,
and CampusBookRentals found a way to
allow students to rent the books they
need so they can save money as well as
extend the life of a book AND put
money into the stdents” pockers. This is
a company that cares about college st
dents becanse they were fairdy-recently
college students themselves and had the
same experiences that we are having
today. T urge you to check out Rent-
back.com and, if you feel so inclined, o
oy it for yourself. Wihat do you have to
Jose by making some money and allow-
mg other college students around the
country to use vour hooks so they may
further their own education?



